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Antigen Test 
Negative

SARS-CoV-2 viral 
antigen not present 
above the detection 

threshold of device. If 
symptoms present, 

self-isolate and 
re-test in 24 hours. 

Interpretation of COVID19 antigen/antibody test results

No infection detected. Retest in 7 days or in 
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Acute stage of infection – self-isolate, with or 
without symptoms. Retest in 7 days.

Indicative of previous infection – the virus is 
cleared and the subject is in recovery. IgG 
remains in the body for some time, yet to be 
ascertained for SARS-CoV-2. No need to 
self-isolate. Retest in 1 month.

Recent infection, or late stage infection after 
virus is cleared. Retest antigen test in 24 
hours.  If negative again, no need to self 
isolate and retest antibodies in 14 days.

Incubation period of infection – antibodies 
not yet produced. Self-isolate and repeat test 
after 14 days.

Early stages of infection. IgM production 
occurs first. Self-isolate and repeat test after 7 
days

Potential residual antigen found. Retest.  If 
same results found, self isolate and retest in 7 
days.  

Active period of infection – symptoms 
present. Self-isolate and repeat test after 7 
days.

Antigen Test   
Positive

SARS-CoV-2 viral 
antigens present in 

sample. Assume 
subject is infected 

and self-isolate, with 
or without symptoms

This document is meant purely as a guide for the interpretation of stage of infection.  Results should be 
interpreted by a trained clinician and each case should be considered individually based on all the 
circumstances including contact with individuals with confirmed cases. No testing regime is 100%, and 
local government advice and guidance should be adhered to at all times. 


